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SUMMARY: 

A film experience without 
narration. The sights and 
sounds of a c it y a.., ii 
gradual l y comes to life in 
the early morning. 
The film begins before 
dawn: quiet houses. empt y 
streets. Graduall y each 
part awakens-harbor. 
trucks. wholesale market. 
city workers. As the cit y 
prepares for the day. the 
rhythm builds and builds. 

USES: 
• to stimulate language and 
other crea ti ve act ivities 
• to provide a rich ex peri
ence in look ing and li stening 
• to provoke curiosity and 
build understanding about 
the c it y. its neighborhood,;,. 
worke rs a nd part'-. 

I low did these food<., trave l 
into the city'? 
Think of any two \\Orkcr "i 
in the film (lruc l,. driver and 
OC\\ '! paper worke r. food 
de livery man and factory 
wo rker). Do thc..,c two he lp 
eac h other'! Ho\.\? 
Can you name -.,o me of the 
part.., of our cit) (nc ighhor
hoo,h of home..,, -., hopping 
ce nter\. harbor. airpon . 
factory or indu-.,trial area<., .. . ) 
Do any of thc-.,c area.., need 
to be clu-.,c to other..,'! 
Do "c reall) need each of 
the..,c in our city'! 

SOME OF THE CONCEPTS 

fo r Social Studies. 
• A ci ty ha <., many parh: 
neighborhood.., of home\ 
(many different kind <.,) 
... tore-.,. offi ce building'!>. 
harbor. airport .. 
• People do man) kind'i of 
work in a city: each ha'i a 
par t to play. 
• Even before we awaken. 
worke r 'i of many kind <., arc 
hu\y. preparing the thing-., 
we wil l need that day. 
• Fres h th ing:,.,- fruit and 
vege tables. nower:,.,. fo.,h. 
mu :,., t flow into the c ity eac h 
morning. (Why'!) 
• A cit y i .., not chaotic: 
each part. each per..,on. i 'i 
pan of an orderly \\ ho le. 

Oral 1.anguage 
~, he film told a <.,tor) in 
picture-.,. H o\\ would you 
tell the ..,,rn1c ",101") in \\Ord..,'! 
When ) ou arc cl\\ akc at 
\ un ri-.,e. "hat do you 'ice: 
hear: \mc ll'.' Tell ho\\ it 
fee l -., to be outdoor-., at 
that time. 

Wr itten Language 
Write a cla\s poem that 
has the rh ) thm, of the c it ) 
a\, akening. Begin \\i th 
calm. quiet 1t·ords and end 
\\ ith actin' , busy words. 

De\c ribe a city for 'iomc
onc "ho ha<., ne\ er -.,een 
one. ( You might \\ i ... h to 
role-play thi.., \ ituat ion in 
cla..,\.) 

INTRODUCING THE FILM 

C lo\C your eye\ and 
imagi ne that you cou ld be 
eve r)\\ here in the cit y 
at once a\ 1he ..,u n come.., 
up . What \\ ou ld you 'ice'! 
H ear'! H O\\ would it feel"! 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Wh at kind\ o f \\ ork mu<.,t 
he done in the very earl) 
morning? Wh y'! 
(Whi ch of these job, "ou ld 
you like to have?) Could 
our <..: it y do \\ ithout any of 
thc:,,c worker\? What would 
it he li ke? 
Use the Film for Clues: 
l.bt <.,o mc fooch you had 
for brcakfa..,1 thi \ morning. 
Were they gro\\ n in the cit y? 

Story Ideas: 
I magine that you are one of 
the worker\ \\.· ho begin 
before mo..,t people are 
awake. How doc.., it feel to 

be on ) our way to work 
through a dark . quiet cit y? 
At th e place "here you 
\\Ork. what do you ... ec. 
hear. ... mcl l '! 

Read a ..,tory or a poem. 
like " Summer 
l\ l orn ing .. or "The Big 
C lock .. in Bill ~l art in \ 
Sounds Around the C loe/,. 
about a cit ) at <lawn. 
Doc.., the 'itor ). or poem. 
give ) ou the ..,ame feeling 
a-., vie\\ ing the film '! D o 
the..,c different \\ ay\ of 
communicat ing have 
different re\ulh? 

SOUNDS AND RHYTHMS 

Use simple percussion 
in<., trumcnt s. like wood 
blocks and triangle. to 
expre\S the changing 
rh ythms of a c it y: s low and 
peaceful at daw n. then 
growing fa<i,ter and bu sier. 
You might wish to move to 
these rhythms. acting out 
the s to ry of different people. 
as they awaken. get ready. 
and begin their work. 
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OUTLINE OF THE FILM 

Pre-dawn 
Quiet home<., : empty \ trcets. 
Sti ll ness. Quiet harbor: fog . 
a seagull \ cry. a fi shing 
boat approaches. 
Trucks 
One. then another and 
another. A torrent of trucks 
ru \ hing into the c it y. 
Wholesale Market 
Truck~ un loading- nower~. 
fhh. waterme lons. Great 
quant i tie.., of goods for the 
c ity's markeh. 
"Sleeping" Neighborhoods 
Dark winoc;;~s. quiet streets. 
Most people are not yet 
awake . 
Services Prepare 
Marke ts o pen: fresh food 
carried in . A bu\ i\ washed: 
police motorc yc les fi lled 

ART FILM ART 

What arc the color.., of the 
..,k) in the early morning? 
What kind of lines sugge'i t 
a bu..,). ru..,hing feeling? 
I 1") a pictu re that doc'i n·1 
look like any thing real 
but that gives you the 
fee ling of a cit y awakening. 
M ake a c la\\ mural call ed 
"A C it y Awaken .... " 
Do painting\ or other 
creat ive \\·ork ahout theme.., 
from the film: 
• fogg) harhor 
• quiet hou\e .... people 

inside asleep 
• trud,\ at the \\ holesale 

market 
• lighh go111g on. a<., 

people a\\ a ken 
• people ru ..,hing. travelling 

to work 

0 I F: Your cla..,.., i\ 
111v itcd to write to the 
film -maker. I l e \v iii an..,wer 
your questions in detail. 
and \ellll 'i ugge'it ion'i about 
film-making and v iewing. 
Write Dimen'i ion Film .... 733 
N. La Brea. Lo\ Angele .... 
Ca. 90038. 
Before Seeing the Film 
Li \ t some thing"' you \\ould 
include in a film on how 
the ci ty awakens . What 
theme or main idea wou ld 
you choo...,e'.' I lo\\ \\.:ou l<l 
you ..,tart? (A fe\\ minute<., 
for the ahove .., t rong ly 
enhance\ the \·iewing.) 
After Seeing the Film 
rhink o f parh of the 

film that made ;ou fee l 

w ith gas: a line of garbage 
trucks swing.., out into the 
street. Worker.., load milk 
truck\: other'i load air 
freight. 
Neighborhoods Awaken 
An alarm clock ring ..,. 
People arc awake. taking 
shower<.,. eating breakfast. 
then ni \ hing in car \. trains. 
bu sse'i. 
The City Is Awake 
Schoolchi ldren. factory 
worker..,, office workers. 
mailmen. musicians ... ca rs. 
people. police men. con
st ruction ... there\ no 
doubt about i t - the cit y is 
wide awake! 

..,ome thing \trongly. What 
made you feel 1hi ..,? Sound'! 
Picture'! Rh yt hm '! If you 
can. run parh of the film 
agai n. to find out. 
Ca n you recogn i1c ..,ome of 
the main parh of the film ".' 
(A .. sequence" in a film i 'i 
like a chapter in a book. .) 
Did you feel the ci ty 
··...,peeding up" ii\ the morn· 
ing we nt on·! How did the 
film .._ugge\t thi\? Can you 
think of other way.._ of 
creat ing this effec t? 

Make Your Own " FIim" 
Plan a \IO I") u'i ing a \e rie\ 
of pict ure .... in \ teatl of 
word .... 




