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1 E YEAR' , JAPANESE Pfl  

125 feet 3 mLn. En 

anuarv :rst, 197/. 	As LLe fir:t rays ol The 

rising sun tint the slopes of stately Fit. 1 , uji 1  Japans people 

awaken to one of their most beloved holidays---New rear' s. 

New lear' s is a three-cay holicay for aduita 

in Japan ... a longer one for school chiloren. 	vost of the country' 

12 million people turn out for a vairet/ 01 actIVdtes tha a 

part of Japan's hew Year's traaitioi 

.any start the year with a prayer. 	ore tr taree ailii1r 

seasons visi ted the Iei ji Jointo Ehrine in fokyc on New Year' a s 

this year and the three hol ida'u tnat followed. 	. 	rise at tfl1 

shr'ne i s Orief... a clap a: ';te na 	ai ; mtr.t 	1 

tnn a coin is donated to the :,nrine, 

SCNSOJ! ) 	he Serisoji 	:p e 

of mercy, naririon, is a popu Lair New 

auddnists in the mokyo area. tore 

The temple rounds to lion t a 

er0 	OUC Ic a 	arfa:: - a 	'a 

nonoring rne udhis a ea - 

Year's worari p center Icr 

than one P i I !_: on crowo cc a 

n. aner -  Low Yuar a Lru0 t::i is  

aest---sara game. 	Ia's called Laruta and has been plavec r. 

form or 05OL er 5F more than 1,000 yana. 



AP 

iapfl 	 so 	tL1O 

ocyo. 	o D1Oy the 	irr-, a pLayer must mernoriie 10' oLd 

anaroepoems. 	Une hurored c'arcs each pri r LeO with the taut 

-cl t of a :cem are laid lace up tc- tweer. two Fi/ers. 	ihen a 

1e reacs the first lines o each poem. 	Uric oOject is Lu 

'ir:o th can 	.ith the aoem' s last Lines, and capture it before 

iour' ,oDr.3flt. 

( nrci iAu,v) 	nKyo' s Kodokan. . the fieaid400..'  

uternatiorial sport of Juan... coaches Ioka from all over L.he 

oitd, arid it has its own speciaL ew ear' s traci tions. 	hew 

s is the start of Kdokan' s winter train in season, wher. 

ci students are supposed to practice for 30 days wi thout a 

put. 	out the trair.ir. ri rio is launcrLea with a ceremony ar.c a 

c c,orcs o encuragement tron the institution's a irector. 

er 	the 	IokaiYs ynur;.er sticerts exhjoit Lneir ski 

'n ain strerth for the witer trairifl, the Lwioka and 

eachers oi n each otner in a bowt o onhr'ukO, JaoariESe 

cerve: Hi a bci a: LhH 

ia 	Jr:a 	oaut 9)O A.b... was a 'ay ca cusVey hew i:r' s wc 

t: 	SCi ties. 	ioda, k tea ace 	aaL o ular 	la,y thna. 	A 

an's, Toyo is cLear arc windy, orovlcirA ioei 	ita 

cea Lr:cr. 	Parr::: arc 	ch 	ircunds are cra';ae 	1 	o: 

oa i i pua n t. pn  

si cc 	ha ad . r I t ir',, icno 	as cal lira psy, Still i s a prized 

;ar art 	orrT. 

:rr'e 	noui;arei sJ.x ai:dred young pens te nnoser: from scoolS 

Ir, 	r)(1rk L'u 	icr't. in this tradi tiur:i1 wr itinp show ourila 

at FoKyo's.eudokan auditorium. 



x h.nrou o 	tue 	cc: cto Lo 	tce ieo: 	t a time in 

six shi :Ls to wr -  t2 wor.:c c 	nhr'tsc'c a:::: '1; 	r(j ir. 	hoc: 	.'. to 

'he iour sL•r's cisplay their .ork ----:a 	: a ,aiOarje5e Wa'/ 

wsn you all . harpy 19?Y 

A:' AhA[HJ 

.teet 2  

(hART) htuaents fron 15 Japanese universities Iimer up 

for the annual marathon relay from aowntown tokyo to mountainous 

haKorie \ tiorat Park; tn s is a New ear' s sports tradition in 

span. The course runs 225 kilometers from tokyo's aowrttown 

us ness district tothe chores of Haxone' s La kc? shi 	Eacn 

university enters a team of 10 runners, who cover an averae 

sistarce of 22.5 ktorneters each. 	hooting sections and cheer 

leacer's ?rcc. afi schools are at the ttartin, 11 cn to enco'aeo 

their Teams. 

re o1; first let rur:n: 	Oct a faST. esro. 

i'oK•O's streets. 

( ElE JLUCh.) 	2he f rc t chw:: of runrers I i : a s tr:' 

t 	niversi t'j of Phy'l cc L 	ccetiori in Lee 

- ne runners are out of t n e ci t,i rc.. 

he .'uzcyo-Jacr:e riuy rac 	rot; neen c 	 - 

rd I ectin, Japan s keen n teroc; t i r: toe Ulympi c nratroo . 

takes tt cays. 	he five laps from tokyo to -laKorle are run 

coil th re turni rig runners start eack to tOe 

o:. the mar ri n of January rd 	As too runners rc 

o ooci-  try LOr o•on stow, 	The hard nst I ap ,oes to tL' 



mounta 	tO  

ooterS from all the 

to :ive their own school 

'veetable cheer' of the 

f the first day turriei 

partiOati11 universit 	were present 

cheers... t h e s t r a 	t Doif. 	the 

africulture univerS y. inc winner 

out to be the UniversitY oL physical 

, 	iAK AShI ) 	
Inc The Laos run on the second cay start from 

a parking lot on the shores of bake Ashi. . . Today, tne first 

lap is downhill, and the runners are off to an easy start. 

(baton pass) The Physical Educati.on UniversitY coOtinueS 

to pull away from its nearest competitor. 

In the last lap the physical education school has an 

insurmountable Lead. The anchor man hits the tape almost three 

minutes anead of the agriculture university's final runner. 

The wnniflg team ran he 2P :iThOr - 	crs i 	
i hours 

minutes and IL seconds. . . an average speec of I. kilometers 

an hour. It was the first tine in l years tnat ry one 

university has won on outh cays of the race. 

Tired as he is the winner gets a victory ton.....after 

Japan' s first sig snorts event of 1977. 




